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Relocating inspiration away from the ancestral home to the home of
residence is conflicted because such relocations are often only
effected with some loss of identity. The Nigerian writer in long-term,
committed exile in England may thus become known as a Black
British martin behaim biography and become increasingly attended
by (and attentive to) the structures and practices of the new identity.

The first two novels have a Nigerian setting but the street is set in
Brixton, London, martin behaim biography Bandele continues to
draw material from his, by then, fading Nigerian memory, just as he
will do in his forthcoming novel, and has been doing in some his plays
and adaptations, including the Methuen published Brixton Stories and
Happy Birthday, Mister Deka D (2001).
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Helon Habila won the Caine Prize for African Writing, and then
settled in the UK. These email conversations were published in
Pretext, a literary magazine of the University of East Anglia.

Habila What then keeps a novelist going in such instances of
uncertainty. I envy you when you say that some strangers would stop
you and tell you to keep up the good work. What if nobody did.
Would it still matter, and would you still feel that sense of rootedness.
Or would you have to re-evaluate or reinvent your purpose. The
reality is of course that African postcoloniality is as much a struggle
and remains one of the major unifying subjects of African literature.

What concerns this study is the fact that a year or two into his new life
abroad, not really enough time to suffer severe alienation from home,
Habila is already sufficiently moved by his experiences to engage
these issues of location and dislocation, which could be informing and
redefining his subsequent work.

He had arrived in 1988, at the invitation of Chinua Achebe, with a
plan to edit a literary magazine for people of African origin. In a
fundamental sense, these familiar martin behaim biography of initial
dislocation abroad never fully go away because they quickly inform
attitudes and stimulate strategies of survival in the exile, which
continue to the later martin behaim biography, reinforced by the
fact that these early negative experiences tend to be repeated.

Okey Ndibe tells the story of his defining moment with the law Ten
days after my arrival in the The officer and made eye contact. From
the corner of my eye I could see that the officer had turned right onto
a corner street. I exhaled a breath in relief, counting my luck at
evading what might have been a bloody confrontation with a gun-
ready cop.

Two minutes later, someone tapped me on the shoulder. Martin
behaim biography turned to face a tall, muscle-bound police officer,



his body a testament to many avid hours spent in the weight room.
This early diasporic experience of official racial profiling by the
police is surely the sort of experience that marks the memory.

Your sense of homelessness in exile is underlined by the bad news
from home, which acts with other factors to perpetuate your exile,
especially if, as noteworthy in the poetry of Esiaba Irobi, you are of
that younger African generation that has never known hope, suffering
rejection or abandonment from the homeland.

You may, like the poet Amatoritsero Ede, write an award-winning
poem in response to taunts from German Nazi youth, and others in the
metropolitan media, who detest your immigrant status and
emotionally oppose permanent immigrant settlement. Like many
African writers long located outside Africa, Okey Ndibe eventually
had a choice to make to take or not to take the passport. He chose to
make America his official second home country, but that choice was
not martin behaim biography its mixed feelings I came to citizenship
with few martin behaim biography. I know that, whatever the
colour of the passport I carry, my skin, as the indomitable writer
James Baldwin reminded us, always gives me away.

I know about the perils of race in America, but I know of something
even more potent and powerful the grammar of values passed unto me
by my parents and passed down by all the ancestors before them. To
be on the outside looking in, as is the lot of martin behaim
biography African-Americans, is not an enviable position.
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